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11.  Summary:  On  December  24,  the  Government  of  India  (GOI) 
confirmed  that  H5N1  Avian  Influenza  (AI)  has  spread  to  two  more 
districts  (Baksa  and  Nagaon)  in  the  Northeastern  state  of  Assam. 

The  GOI  confirmed  new  cases  of  AI  in  additional  villages  in  the 
previously  affected  districts  of  Kamrup  and  Bongaigaon.  The 
government  of  Assam  is  conducting  culling  operations  in  all 
these  locations.  The  Assam  government  is  conducting  human 
surveillance  and  has  not  reported  any  cases  of  H5N1  AI  infection 
in  humans.  End  summary. 

Fresh  AI  Outbreaks  in  Assam 

12.  On  December  24,  the  Department  of  Animal  Health,  Dairy  and 
Fisheries  (DADF),  a division  of  the  GOI  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
(MOAG),  officially  confirmed  new  AI  outbreaks  in  the 
Northeastern  state  of  Assam.  New  cases  of  AI  have  been  detected 
in  Barahampur  block  in  Nagaon  district,  Tihu  Barama  block  in 
Baksa  district,  Hajo,  Chayani  Borduar  blocks  in  Kamrup  district 
and  Dhaligaon  block  in  Bongaigaon  district.  Nagaon  in  central 
Assam  and  Baksa  in  western  Assam  are  new  districts  to  be 
affected  by  the  virus,  taking  the  tally  of  affected  districts  to 
nine  out  of  a total  of  27  in  the  state.  While  Baksa  is  adjacent 
to  the  flu  affected  districts  of  Barpeta  and  Nalbari,  Nagaon  is 
non-contiguous  to  the  flu  affected  zone.  This  is  the  sixth 
notification  by  DADF  regarding  the  spread  of  AI  to  newer  areas 
in  the  state  since  the  first  outbreak  of  Highly  Pathogenic  Avian 
Influenza  (HPAI)  in  Assam  since  the  first  outbreak  on  November 
27,  2008  (Ref  A) . 


Containment  Operations 


13.  According  to  daily  AI  status  reports  available  on  the  GOI 
Ministry  of  Health  and  Family  welfare  website 
( http : //www.mohfw. nic . in/aviannewassam. htm) , government 
officials  have  culled  421,057  birds  in  Assam  as  of  December  29 
and  256  animal  health  workers  deployed  for  culling  operations 
are  on  chemoprophylaxis.  Post  was  unable  to  reach  Assam 
government  officials,  but  media  contacts  based  in  the  state  who 
have  spoken  with  the  state  Animal  Husbandry  department  officials 
report  that  culling  operations  in  the  newly  affected  districts 
will  not  be  over  before  the  first  week  of  January  2009.  Media 
contacts  also  report  that  the  state  administration  has  not  been 
very  effective  in  educating  the  public  about  the  seriousness  of 
the  problem  and  the  need  for  killing  poultry  to  contain  the 
spread  of  the  virus.  As  a result,  some  poultry  owners  are 
resisting  culling  operations.  For  example,  in  Nagaon  the 
government  confirmed  AI  on  December  24,  but  was  unable  to 
conduct  culling  operations  until  December  28  due  to  resistance 
from  poultry  owners.  While  Assam's  ban  on  egg  and  poultry  sales 
is  still  in  force,  about  2000  poultry  traders  staged  a protest 
in  Kamrup  (metro)  district  demanding  the  state  lift  the  ban 
before  December  31  since  they  stand  to  lose  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  rupees  worth  of  business  during  New  Year  and  the 
Assamese  festival  of  Magh  Bihu  in  January. 

Human  Surveillance 

f4 . The  GOI  has  deployed  Rapid  Response  Teams  (RRTs)  to  cover  all 
the  18  epicenters  of  the  outbreak  to  conduct  house  to  house 
surveillance.  As  of  December  29,  reports  indicate  that  the 
teams  detected  96  cases  of  upper  respiratory  infection,  with  no 
case  of  AI  infection  and  none  of  the  identified  individuals  had 
a history  of  handling  dead  or  sick  birds. 
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